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Let me first say that Taiwan has no better friend than the United States. We strongly
support Taiwan's democracy. We support their economy. We're very impressed by their
vibrant economy. And we're also, as you know, committed to the defense of Taiwan
through the Taiwan Relations Act.

So when we talk about the situation in regard to Taiwan, we talk about Taiwan in the
context of a great friendship. But when it comes to this issue of a referendum as to whether
or not Taiwan join the United Nations in the name of Taiwan, we do have great concerns.
We oppose the notion of that kind of a referendum because we see that as a step towards
the declaration -- towards a declaration of independence of Taiwan, towards an alteration
of the status quo.

And | would recall that in the past President Chen has made commitments to the American
President, to the international community, and to the people of Taiwan not to take any kind
of steps that would represent a unilateral alteration of the status quo, such as a change in
the official name of Taiwan. 10
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Membership in the United Nations requires statehood. Taiwan, or the Republic of China,

is not at this point a state in the international community. The position of the United States

government is that the ROC, Republic of China, is an issue undecided, that it has been left

undecided, as you know, for many, many years. 11
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Resolution on Restoring the Rights of the PRC, 25 October, 1971
The General Assembly,
Recalling the Principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Considering that the restoration of the lawful rights of the People's Republic of China is
essential both for the protection of the Charter of the United Nations and for the cause that the
United Nations must serve under the Charter,

Recognizing that the representatives of the Government of the People's Republic of China are
the only lawful representatives of China to the United Nations and that the People's Republic of
China is one of the five permanent members of the Security Council,

Decides to restore all its rights to the People's Republic of China and to recognize the
representatives of its government as the only legitimate representatives of China to the United
Nations, and to expel forthwith the representatives of Chiang Kai-shek from the place which
they unlawfully occupy at the United Nations and in all the organizations related to it.

Source: 25 Yearbook of the United Nations, 1971, p. 136.
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