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A Dialogue with President Chen Shui-bian of
Taiwan: Introductory Remarks

@Dr. Lung-chu Chen/ President, New Century Institute (New York); Chairman, Taiwan

New Century Foundation

President Chen, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Good morning, welcome to “A Dialogue with
President Chen Shui-bian of Taiwan,” sponsored by
the New Century Institute.

My name is Lung-chu Chen, President of the
New Century Institute.

The New Century Institute, incorporated in the
State of New York in 1999, is a private think tank
dedicated to the advancement of human dignity
values for Taiwan and the world community. It
seeks to facilitate better understanding of U.S.-
Taiwan relations, the United Nations, human rights,
and world affairs through educational and cultural
activities, such as symposia, seminars, conferences,
speeches, training programs, and the exchange of

visits. In addition, the Institute seeks to foster

research and publication concerned with Taiwan in
relation to the United Nations, the United States,
human rights, and world affairs.

Yesterday, September 12, was the opening day
of the 61st Session of the UN General Assembly.
Once again, Assembly’s General Committee
refused to include in General Assembly’s agenda
the question of representation in the United Nations
for the 23 million people of Taiwan.

Since 1993, UN member states friendly to
Taiwan have sponsored joint proposals in order to
have the question of Taiwan’s participation in the
UN included in the agendas of the General
Assembly. But the attempts have failed year after
year because of the vehement opposition of China,
that is, the People’s Republic of China (PRC).
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Taiwan is Taiwan, China is China, Taiwan and
China are two separate States. China does not
represent Taiwan and the people of Taiwan in the
United Nations.

Taiwan, with a population of 23 million, is a free,
democratic, and peace-loving State, able and willing
to carry out UN Charter obligations, and is fully
qualified for UN membership and representation.

The continuing exclusion of Taiwan from the
UN is a matter of grave injustice. It has not only
deprived the 23 million Taiwanese people of their
human dignity, fundamental human rights and
international participation, but has also done harm to
the United Nations itself. The exclusion of Taiwan
from the UN is a form of political apartheid, perhaps
worse than the racial apartheid in yesterday’s South
Africa. Such political apartheid must stop.

The United Nations is based on the principle of
universality. Without Taiwan—whose population is
about equivalent to the combined total of 50 least
populous UN member states, the United Nations is
incomplete. With the inclusion of Taiwan, the
United Nations would become a truly world
organization representing the whole of humankind
and all nation-states in its mission of maintaining
international peace and security and of enhancing
international cooperation in economic, social,
cultural, humanitarian, and human rights affairs.

In light of the foregoing, the New Century
Institute is indeed honored and pleased to have “A
Dialogue with President Chen Shui-bian of
Taiwan” in the hope that the international
community and the people of the world will be
better informed about the matter of grave injustice
affecting the United Nations and humankind.

After President Chen’s telecast speech, brief remarks
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will be made by four panelists: (1) Ambassador
Eduardo Sevilla, Permanent Representative of
Nicaragua to the UN; (2) Ambassador Stuart Beck,
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Palau
to the UN; (3) Dr. John Tkacik Jr., Senior Research
Fellow in Asian Studies Center at the Heritage
Foundation; and (4) Dr. Peter Chow, Professor of
Economics at the City University of New York.

Since 1988, Taiwan has undergone a process of
democratization and Taiwanization—a remarkable
political transformation from the Chiang regime’s
authoritarian rule based on martial law of 38 years
to a free, democratic State. When President Chen
Shui-bian was elected President of Taiwan in
March 2000, it was a milestone in Taiwan’s march
toward democratization. The Kuomintang (KMT),
which had been in power for over 50 years, lost the
presidential election, the Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) won. Thus, the power to govern was
transferred from KMT to DPP. President Chen was
reelected in 2004.

President Chen was an outstanding law student,
a courageous defense attorney at the time of the
Formosa incident, a hardworking legislator, and an
excellent Mayor. When he was inaugurated as
President in May 2000, he made a strong
commitment to the universal values of democracy,
freedom and human rights. In recognition of his
achievements and commitment to human rights, the
International League for Human Rights conferred its
prestigious “Human Rights Award” to President
Chen in October 2003.

President Chen is a fighter, today he is fighting
for Taiwan’s dignity and proper place in the United

Nations. It’s a great honor to present to you
President Chen Shui-bian of Taiwan. ©



