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Foreword

@®\W. Michael Reisman Myres McDougal Professor Emeritus of Law, Yale Law School

Lung-Chu Chen is the finest man | know. He is eloguent in espousing the values of human
dignity; is honorable in every way in designing programs for their implementation; and is fair
and realistic in judging others and in winning their support.

Lung-Chu is the leading scholar of the international law of human rights, the necessary
foundation of a world order of human dignity. That encompasses both prescribing and applying
the rights and this should occasion no surprise, for the New Haven School offers a set of
intellectual tools for efficiently tracking trends in human rights protections and for devising
strategies for increasing the necessary ensemble of meaningful human rights. Thus the title of
his book is  “Human Rights and World Public Order” .

| arrived at the Yale Law School in the early ‘60s. Lung-Chu, who was a year ahead of
me, invited me to lunch at a small dining club opposite the New Haven Green. The discussion
was wide-ranging and somehow turned to “Formosa,” an island in the South China Sea. | was
puzzled why this obviously brilliant man was steeped in the domestic politics of a remote
Portuguese colonial island but | was embarrassed to confess to an ignorance shared by most
Americans of the time. Lung-Chu patiently answered my questions about the Chinese Civil War
between “President” Chiangand “Chairman” Mao and the struggle for Self-determination of
the people of Formosa/Taiwan. And thus began our friendship. About ten years later, in
1972, Lung-chu and | wrote an article entitled “Who Owns Taiwan: A Search for International
Title,” published at The Yale Law Journal, Volume 81, Issue 4, pages 599 - 671.

Lung-Chu has been at the top of every level of his education in Taiwan. He did the same
in every level of legal education in the United States. In addition to his doctoral dissertation
on the law of war, he wrote two scholarly books while at Yale. The largest of the projects was
his extraordinary treatise “Human Rights and World Public Order” , which he co-wrote with
Myres McDougal and Harold Lasswell.  All this was an extraordinary achievement in a short
period of time. What is not appreciated is that Lung-Chu had even more on his plate as he was
scaling the heights of Academia at Yale. He was involved intensely in often dangerous political
activity for a free Taiwan. That was an activity that involved courage and, along with every
thing about Lung-Chu, is part of the reason for my life-long respect and admiration.

Thank you, Lung-Chu, for your friendship and inspiration.
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